
June 2018 
 
 
Dear 3rd Grade & New 4th Grade Parents/Guardians, 
 
Welcome to the Hauppauge Band program! Students entering 4th and 5th grade in 
September will have the opportunity to study the flute, oboe, clarinet, saxophone, french 
horn, trumpet, trombone, baritone, tuba, or percussion. Being a band member is a 
rewarding and fulfilling experience. Students get to learn a new instrument, make new 
friends, and be a part of a team! They will also get to perform in concerts throughout the 
year! Studies have shown that students who learn an instrument in school do better 
academically. Students are enhancing their abstract reasoning skills, math skills, and 
literacy skills. Playing an instrument also fosters creativity, builds confidence, and improves 
memory. 
 
Being a part of Hauppauge’s Band program opens up many new opportunities for students 
especially as they get into middle school and high school such as performing at NYSSMA, 
SCMEA, marching band, and jazz band. Students who are enrolled in the band program will 
have one lesson during school every 6 days. Their lesson time will most likely rotate 
throughout that day so their lesson time will always be different but the day will stay the 
same. They will also rehearse one morning before school every 6 days. More details 
about before school rehearsals and lessons will be given out once your child has signed up 
for band and their instrument has been assigned. All instruments must be rented from a 
local music store. This information will be given out once an instrument is selected for your 
child. Please do not rent an instrument until I have contacted you about which 
instrument your child will be playing. If you have any questions concerning renting an 
instrument please contact me. Everyone has the opportunity to learn and play an 
instrument and there are some school instruments available to borrow. 
 
Please fill out the attached form and return it to me as soon as possible. I will then meet 
with each student who has returned a permission slip to help him/her select a suitable 
instrument. There are physical characteristics (i.e. shape of teeth, tongue, lips, jaw, fingers, 
arms, legs) that make certain instruments easier to play for a particular individual. A 
balanced instrumentation is desired in recommending certain instruments so that a well-
balanced ensemble sound may be achieved starting in elementary band. Shortly after, I will 
send home information regarding the instrument your child will be playing. Thank you for 
your interest in the Hauppauge elementary band program! I am extremely excited to work 
with your child as he/she explores the amazing world of band! If you have any questions 
please feel free to contact me.  
 
Musically, 
 
Mrs. Champlin  
Band Director-Bretton Woods & Forest Brook Elementary School 
champlinm@hauppauge.k12.ny.us 
 
 
 
 



BRASS INSTRUMENTS 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Trumpet              Horn*!                    Trombone             Baritone*!@        Tuba*#@ 

 

WOODWIND INSTRUMENTS                                                   PERCUSSION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        Bell Kit 

 

Flute    Oboe*!      Clarinet       Saxophone*!    
            (very limited) 
 

* Only students that demonstrate skills necessary on other instruments will try out these instruments. 

! These instruments tend to be more expensive 

# School provided instrument 

@ Cannot be brought onto the bus 



 

Beginner Band Interest Form 

 

Student Name_________________________________________________________ 

 

Elementary School___________________________________   Current Grade______ 

 

Teacher_______________________________ Parent phone #___________________ 

 

Email _________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Band (4th and 5th grades) 

 

I would like my child to receive instruction on one of the following instruments (please indicate 

1st, 2nd, and 3rd choice): 

 

 

Band (4th, 5th grades): 

Flute  _____  Trumpet _____ 

Oboe  _____  French Horn _____ 

Clarinet _____  Trombone _____ 

Saxophone _____  Baritone _____ 

Percussion _____  Tuba  _____  

 

 

 

The teachers make every effort to grant a child his or her first choice. The balance of the 

ensemble must be taken into consideration, however, and will play an important role in 

determining who plays what instrument. This ensures that we have all of the instruments 

represented in the band rather than a band made up of only flutes, saxophones, and drums! 

Students will have the opportunity to meet with the band and orchestra teacher in order to try 

out instruments that they are interested in in order to find the most suitable match.  

 

 

Please return this form to your child’s classroom music teacher no later than June 15th. 
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